Wonderworks
and the
Department of English and
Creative Writing Program,
University of Houston
present
a reading-intensive exploration
of fiction plus films based on
fiction and creative writing
12 June – 14 July 2017
10 am – 4 pm, Monday – Friday
University of Houston
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STORY LINE S
Story Lines is open to high school students
of special promise and ability who will be
entering grades 10, 11, or 12 next fall or who
will just have graduated from high school this
spring. Students admitted to the program must
have at least a 3.0 cumulative grade point average on a 4-point scale or its equivalent.
Tuition is $500. Scholarships are available,
but only for students demonstrating true
financial need. Admissions are determined
on a need-blind basis. No student will be
prevented from participating in the program
because of inability to pay tuition.
Classes are held at the University of Houston
Central Campus, Monday – Friday, except 4 July.
This program is meant to be enjoyable, but it
is also challenging and requires focused effort
and commitment.
To apply, fill out the student section of this
form and then have a teacher or counselor who
knows you well complete the recommendation section. Your teacher or counselor should
then mail the completed form along with an
official transcript reflecting your grades and
PSAT scores plus any additional documentation
required for scholarship consideration to:
Wonderworks
PO Box 667550
Houston, TX 77266-7550
To ensure full consideration, applications
must be received by 1 May; early applications
are encouraged.
All applicants will be notified by 22 May;
early applicants will be notified sooner.
Late applications will be considered only
if space remains available. If you have
questions or need additional information,
e-mail info@wonderworkshouston.org or
call 713.301.4882.

The house of fiction has in short not one window, but a million.
Henry James “Preface,”
			
The Portrait of a Lady (New York Edition), 1908
Reading is a very complex art – the hastiest examination of our sensations as a reader will show us
that much. And our duties as readers are many and various. But perhaps it may be said that our
first duty to a book is that one should read it for the first time as if one were writing it. […] One
should be an accomplice with the writer in his act, whether good or bad, of creation. For each of
these books, however it may differ in kind and quality, is an attempt to make something. And our
first duty as readers is to try and understand what the writer is making from the first word with which
he builds his first sentence to the last word with which he ends his book. We must not impose our
design upon him; we must not try to make him conform his will to ours. We must allow Defoe to
be Defoe and Jane Austen to be Jane Austen as freely as we allow the tiger to have his fur and the
tortoise to have his shell. And this is very difficult. For it is one of the qualities of greatness that it
brings Heaven and earth and human nature into conformity with its own vision.
Virginia Woolf “The Love of Reading,” November 1931

Storytelling is inextricably linked to our DNA, and happily so. For millennia, we’ve entertained ourselves with all kinds of tales that, however conveyed and consumed, retold and
remixed, drawn from life or fantastically imagined, manage to work their magic in every
corner of the globe. This summer you’ll dive, head, eyes and heart first, into some of the
most captivating stories ever to appear in print or on film, all in the air-conditioned comfort
of Wonderworks’ digitally enhanced story cave just a hop, skip and a jump from the University of Houston’s Creative Writing Program, which helps keep us supplied with well-read,
well-watched literary sherpas, year in and year out.
Each morning you’ll unpack the contents and meanings of a short story or two (or chapters
from a novel) plus related commentary you’ve read – possibly even thrilled to – the night or
weekend before, just like you would in a college seminar, only minus the anxiety of grades
and papers. In the afternoons, you’ll give the same close attention to a film, thematically
aligned with, though not necessarily adapted from, the readings in what amounts to a parallel “film studies” seminar (also anxiety-free). Most everything is taught from a writerly
point of view, with an eye to what makes fiction work and resonate on page or screen.
Once you get into the flow, you may wish to try your hand at creative writing with some
helpful coaching on the side. But when all is said and done and read and watched, you’ll
have more than a handful of new stories in the memory bank and perhaps a few of your
own in the offing. For avid readers (who may or may not be aspiring writers or critics)
only!
wonderworkshouston.org
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Application for Enrollment

WO N DE R WO RKS

If yes (and you do not receive a free or
reduced cost lunch), please attach a copy of
the enrollment certificate.

The student’s		
curriculum can best
be described as:

How to Apply

If the answer to either question above is yes,
you qualify for a tuition waiver, and need not
provide family income information below.

The student’s behavior is:

Summer 2017

GENERAL INFORMATION

To be completed by the student:
Which program are you applying for? (circle one)
By Design: AR C H ITE CT U RE
Moving Pictures: FIL M M AK I N G
Closer Looks: A R T H ISTORY
Story Lines: L ITE R A TURE /FI LM ST U DI E S
Play by Play: TH E ATE R

If the answer to both questions is no, but your
family cannot afford the tuition, please provide
the following information:

street address
city/zip code
e-mail (your own or that of a parent or teacher – specify)
home telephone

cell telephone

date of birth

sex

high school
grade you will enter next fall (10, 11, 12, college)

As documentation, you MUST attach a copy of
a signed and filed first page of Form 1040EZ or
the first two pages of Form 1040 or 1040A and,
if self-employed, Schedule C “Profit or Loss
from Business” from Form 1040. If parents are
divorced and/or file separately, both must
provide copies of tax returns.

signature of parent or guardian

mother/female guardian’s name

printed name of parent or guardian

telephone

e-mail (if any)

occupation

college graduate?

address
telephone

e-mail (if any)

occupation

college graduate?

2

	usually courteous and respectful
(please explain)
Overall I would recommend this student:

NEED-BASED FINANCIAL AID

To be completed by the student and parent or
guardian ONLY if applying for financial aid:
Do you receive a federally subsidized free or
reduced-cost lunch at school?
yes
no
If yes, have a school official verify below:

most highly
highly
with reservations (explain)
Any additional comments you feel would
help us assess the student’s abilities.
(Attach a separate sheet if necessary.)

ACADEMIC PROFILE

To be filled out by a teacher who knows
you well and/or a counselor. Your teacher or
counselor should then mail this application,
along with an official transcript and unofficial
copies of PSAT score reports plus any
supporting documentation for financial aid,
directly to:
Wonderworks, PO Box 667550
Houston, Texas 77266-7550
Your application cannot be processed without
an official transcript and PSAT scores.
Cumulative grade point average: _______
(If other than 4 point scale, please specify.)

printed name of school official 			
title

As proof, please also attach a copy of the official
determination of eligibility.
Are you enrolled in the Texas Children’s
Health Insurance Program (CHIP)?
yes

no

top 10 percent		 other (explain)

signature

printed name			

title

daytime and evening telephone numbers

top 25 percent
PSAT

Score

Reading/Writing
Mathematics
Combined

______ ______
______ ______
______ ______

Percentile

Month and year taken ___________________
Please provide unofficial copy of score report.

Parents, teachers, and counselors
should bear in mind that Wonderworks’
enrichment programs approach a nearcollege level of complexity and are
intended for mature, intellectually curious,
and academically proficient students.
Applicants who have not taken the PSAT or
the SAT may submit the results of the ACT
equivalents of those tests. If none of these
tests has been taken, applicants may
submit the results of another nationally
administered and normed test, such as
Stanford or Iowa.

Wonderworks Summer 2017 is
produced in collaboration with the

Class ranking (approximate):
signature of school official

Admission is competitive – Wonderworks
requires at least a 3.0 cumulative
grade-point average plus a high level of
achievement in relevant core subjects
and PSAT scores consistent with the
College Board’s benchmark criteria for
college readiness in order to consider
an application. Enrollment is limited to
students who will be entering grades 10,
11, or 12 next fall or who will have just
graduated from high school this spring.

All admissions decisions are made on
a need-blind basis – we don’t take into
account whether you can or cannot afford
the tuition; we’re just looking for the very
best students, period. Tuition waivers are
made available to all qualified students
who demonstrate financial need according
to criteria specified in the financial aid
section of the application form. To sustain
this policy, no other financial aid is offered
apart from need-based tuition waivers. If
you truly need a tuition waiver, ask for it
and show us why, but if you don’t need
assistance, don’t ask for it – we need to
save it for those who do. Tuition waivers

All information provided in this section is subject
to independent verification. False or misleading
statements and/or material omissions will cause
the application for enrollment as well as financial
assistance to be denied.
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father/male guardian’s name

regular

For all tuition waiver applicants:
I affirm that the information provided above is
true and correct and that this is a full disclosure
of our family’s financial circumstances and also
that we truly need assistance.

school district

address

college prep

always courteous and respectful

My family’s ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME for 2016
(or 2015 if the 2016 return has not been
filed—circle one) was: $_______________.

name (last, first, middle)

honors/gifted

P.O. Box 667550 Houston, Texas 77266-7550

e-mail address

Gerald D. Hines College of
Architecture and Design

are available only for students who
attend a fully accredited Houstonarea high school. As a rule of thumb,
if you receive a federally-funded free
or reduced-cost lunch at school and/
or are enrolled in the state Children’s
Health Insurance Program (CHIP),
you automatically qualify for a tuition
waiver, subject to verification. Students
whose family’s adjusted gross income is
within four times the federally-defined
poverty level also qualify for full-tuition
waivers (https://aspe.hhs.gov/povertyguidelines). If your parents are divorced,
financial information must be submitted
by both parents.
To be considered for admission, and/
or need-based financial aid, please fill
out the application form and then have
your school submit it along with an
official transcript and unofficial copies of
test score reports, plus any supporting
documentation required to demonstrate
financial need, if financial assistance
is requested. Additional copies of the
application form may be downloaded as
pdfs from wonderworkshouston.org.
For full consideration, applications
must be received by 1 May 2017; all
applicants will be notified of acceptance
by 22 May. Late applications will be
considered only if space remains available.
Wonderworks considers applications on
a rolling basis beginning late January.
Early applications are encouraged
and will receive early decisions. If you
have further questions, please e-mail
info@wonderworkshouston.org or
call 713.301.4882.

Special funding is provided by

Houston Endowment Inc.
The Elkins Foundation

Jack J. Valenti School of
Communication

The Brown Foundation

and the

Architecture Center Houston
Foundation.

Department of English
and Creative Writing Program
of the University of Houston

Have you remembered to include
an official transcript and an unoffical
copy of PSAT score reports?

and the

early decisions for
early applications

Humanities Research Center

Department of Art History
and the

of Rice University.

and the

wonderworkshouston.org

BONUS!
College Essay Workshop
17-20 July

An interactive opportunity to
brainstorm, organize, develop,
and refine preliminary responses
to one or several of the Common
Application essay prompts for
2017-18. Students will examine
successful essays based on past
prompts and receive individual
feedback on practice drafts they
write in response to a current
prompt (or prompts) of their
choosing. Some out-of-class writing
required. Available only to students
who satisfactorily complete any of
the Wonderworks Summer 2017
programs.
M-Th, 10 am – 4 pm; f r e e

Applications due no
later than 1 May 2017.
Early decisions for
early applications!
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